Adjectives (Normal, Short, Comparitive, Superlative)

Normal Adjectives

Normal adjectives come before a noun (like “beautiful girl”, or “new car”) and always agree in gender
and case with that noun. Normal adjectives can be Hard or Soft. Hard being the most common.

Hard - Normal Adjectives (ending in: -bIH, -0#i, -uii (but not -Hui1))

M F N Pl
Nominative -bIH -asi -oe -ble
Genitive -0ro -oH -0ro -bIX
Dative -oMy -0 -oMy -bIM
Accusative “bIH ) -y10 -oe -ble'
-0r0 (anim) -bIX (anim)
Instrumental -bIM -oH -bIM -bIMH
Prepositional -OM -bIX

Example: HOBBIi (new)

M F N Pl
Nominative HOBBII HOBas HOBoOE HOBBIE
Genitive HOBOT'O HOBOIA HOBOT'O HOBBIX
Dative HOBOMY HOBO HOBOMY HOBBIM
Accusative rHOBHﬁ H(;ByIO HOBoOE HOBBIE
HOBOI'0O (anim) HOBBIX (anim)
Instrumental HOBBIM HOBOIA HOBBIM HOBBIMH
Prepositional HOBOM HOBOM HOBBIX




Soft - Normal Adjectives (ending in: -Hwuit)

Similar to hard adjectives, the Soft Adjectives change the first added vowel to the soft
form(b1>u, a>5, 0>e, y>10).

M F N Pl
Nominative -MH -9 -ee -ue
Genitive -ero -eu -ero -uXx
Dative -eMy -eH -eMy -MM
Accusative -ui -I010 -ee ue
-€ro (anim) -MX (anim)
Instrumental -UM -eM -UM -MMH
Prepositional -HUX

Example: cuHuii (dark blue)

M F N Pl
Nominative CHHMIA CHHASA CHHee CHHME
Genitive CHHEro cUHel CHHEro CHHHX
Dative CHHeMY CHHei CHHeMy CHHUM
Accusative . CHHUH CHHIOI0 cHHee , CHHHE
CUHEr0 (anim) CUHMUX (anim)
Instrumental CHMHUM CHHeH CHHUM CHHUMH
Prepositional CHHEM CHHeM CHHHX

Short Adjectives

The Short Adjective makes a simple statement. In English it normally follows the word “is” or “are”.
For example, “You are beautiful”, “He is busy”. This adjective is not followed by a noun. Not all
adjectives have a short form, but most do.

Short adjectives always use the nominative case, and agree in gender with the noun. Short masculine
adjectives use just the adjective stem - if that stem ends in two consonants, then add a vowel (o, e or &)
so that the word is easier to read.



Short Adjective

Example: KpacuBbiM (beautiful)

M F N Pl

Short Adjective KpacuB KpacuBa KpacHBoO KpacHUBbI

Comparative Adjectives (compare 2 things - there are 3 methods)

Method-1: More + Less

Two things can be compared, such as: 0osiee - more, meHee - less, uem - than.
These adjectives decline just as the Normal Adjectives above.

Bonee kpacuBsblii oM. A more beautiful house.

MeHee KpacuBblii I0M. A less beautiful house.

AHHa 00/1ee KpacuBasi )KeHIIMHA, yeM EjieHa. | Anna is a more beautiful woman than Elena.

Anna is a less beautiful woman than Elena.

AHHa MeHee KpacCuBad X€HII[HHA, YeM Enena.

Method-2: Comparative Adjectives

While Method-1 is acceptable, Russians prefer to use the comparative adjectives. These are formed by
adding either “ee” or “e” to the adjective stem. They can also be used as comparative adverbs.

If the last consonant of the adjective stem is H, 1, p, I, 6, M, B : Add “ee”. Otherwise add “e” (but the
stem may have typical consonant mutation).

obicTpbIii (fast) obicTpee (faster)

ee | kpacuBbli (beautiful) | kpacuBee (more beautiful)

Tpyaub (difficult) TpyAHee (more difficult)
oonbmoi (big) oonbme (bigger)
JIérkui (easy) Jerde (easier)
. pewméBbii (cheap) Aewmense (cheaper)

aoporoii (expensive) Aopoxe (more expensive)




Examples:

MockBa KpacusBee, yem JIoHoH. | Moscow is more beautiful than London.

Anna is more beautiful than Elena.

AHHa Kpacusee, yeMm Ejiena.

Method-3: Without Uem

“Uem” (than) can be omitted, which is popular in spoken Russian. Without “Hem”, the second noun
must be in the genitive case, and the word order is important.

Superlative Adjectives - Most

Superlative adjectives indicate something is the best, or the most (as biggest, oldest, smallest, most
beautiful). For this, we use the adjective “camsrit” (most), which declines like a normal adjective.

Examples:

Camblii KpacuBBIH [10M. The most beautiful house.

Camoe JeméBoe BHHO. The cheapest wine.

The most beautiful woman

Camas KpacuBasi )KeHII{UHa.

Ref: https://www.russianlessons.net/grammar/adjectives.php



